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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section I News Report Question 6 

 
 

Q6: Should city officials in Rome be worried or pleased about the fad of putting locks on the lamppost?  
Explain your answer using details from the selection and your own ideas. 

Code Descriptor 
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided 

 
Illegible* response is illegible 

 
An illegible response cannot be read.  
 
A comment on the task (e.g., I don’t know.). 
 

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

response is off topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
 
A typical off-topic response provides no information from the reading selection. 
 
A typical irrelevant response comments on the reading selection or simply restates the question. 
 
A typical incorrect response provides 
• an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question AND/OR the ideas in the reading 

selection. 
OR 

• only an opinion about whether Roman officials should be worried or pleased with no support.   
 

Code 10 • response indicates minimal reading comprehension 
• response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides an opinion about whether Roman officials should be worried or pleased 
but explains it with  
• irrelevant details from the reading selection. 

OR 
• only own ideas. 
 
The response provides a fact or list of facts from the reading selection with no opinion about 
whether Roman officials should be worried or pleased. 

 
Code 20 • response indicates some reading comprehension 

• response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include 
irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 

 
The response provides vague support from the reading selection to explain whether Roman 
officials should be worried or pleased. 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea and 
supporting detail(s). 
 

Code 30 • response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
• response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading 

selection 
 
The response uses specific and relevant support from the reading selection to explain clearly 
whether Roman officials should be worried or pleased. 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section I News Report Question 6 

 
 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
The response states an opinion (they should be pleased about the fad) and provides only the 
student’s own ideas as an explanation (it look nicer). 
 
 

 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section I News Report Question 6 

 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
The response provides a vague explanation why city official should be worried (alot of people 
would visit that place and it would be crouded with people and locks). 
 

 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section I News Report Question 6 

 
 
 
 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
The response provides a specific and relevant explanation why city official should be worried 
(The bridge was built 2200 years ago … we don’t know how stable … worried about the safety 
of the tourists). 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section III Short Writing 

 
Writing Prompt:  What would be the ideal job for you?  Use specific details to explain your 

choice. 
 
 
Code Description 
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided  

 
Illegible* response is illegible 

 
An illegible response cannot be read. 
 
The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know). 
 

Off topic* response is off topic or irrelevant to the prompt  
 
A typical off-topic response is not related to the topic of a job. 
 
A typical irrelevant response comments on the topic (e.g., I don’t want to work.) 
or simply restates the question. 
 

Code 10 response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and 
information 
 
The response   
• identifies a job or list of jobs or working conditions, but does not provide an 

explanation for the choice. 
OR 
• identifies a job or working conditions, but provides an irrelevant explanation for 

the choice. 
OR 
• describes the importance or value of working in general. 
 

Code 20 response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain 
some irrelevant ideas and information 
 
The response identifies a job or working conditions and provides a vague 
explanation for the choice. 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the 
support provided and what is intended to prove. 
 

Code 30 response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and 
information 
 
The response identifies a job or working conditions and uses specific and relevant 
details to clearly explain the choice. 

 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section III Short Writing 

 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
This response identifies a job (owner of a worldwide company and/or Industry) but does not 
provide an explanation for the choice. 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section III Short Writing 

 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
This response identifies a job (work either at a resturant or a clothing store). A vague 
explanation is provided (helps people, interesting, always learning new skills). 
 
The reader must make the connection between the description of the work conditions and the 
identified jobs. 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section III Short Writing 

 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
This response identifies a job (social worker) and uses details that are specific and relevant to 
the job and the writer (I come from a country where abuse is really high, and I’ve seen people 
getting hurt physically and mentally; a job where I can help people feel better) to support the 
choice. 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Conventions 
Section III Short Writing 

 
 
Writing Prompt: What would be the ideal job for you? Use specific details to 
explain your choice. 
 
 
 

Code Use of Conventions 
 

Code 10 
 

 
• errors in conventions distract from communication 
 

 
Code 20 

 

 
• errors in conventions do not distract from communication 
 

 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Conventions 
Section III Short Writing 

 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
Errors in sentence structure, punctuation, usage, and spelling distract from communication 
(e.g., run-on sentence at beginning, missing question mark and periods, “a” for “I”, “thinks” for 
“things”, “by” for “be”). 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Conventions 
Section III Short Writing 

 
 
 
 

 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
Errors in spelling (absolutly, when ever), pronoun agreement (child, they), and the run-on 
sentence in the second half of the response do not distract from communication. 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

Code Descriptor 

Blank The page is blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided. 

Illegible The response is illegible or irrelevant to the prompt. 

Off topic The response is off topic. 

 

 

Code 10 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report. 

OR 

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. It identifies an event, 
but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. 
There is no evidence of organization. 

 

Code 20 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a news report.   

OR 

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an 
event is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or 
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization. 

 

Code 30 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear focus on an event. 
There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the event 
is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from the overall 
communication. 

 

Code 40 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus 
on an event. There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific. The 
organization is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication. 

 

Code 50 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus 
on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news report.  The 
organization is logical. 

 

 Code 60 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus 
on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully chosen to 
develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of 
ideas. 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

10 
 

 

 

name of city 

Annotation 

The response is related to the headline and photo but is not a news report. It is a 
narrative. 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

Annotation: 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo but the focus is 
unclear. There are insufficient supporting details. Limited evidence of organization is 
shown. 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

 

30 
 

 

 

name 

city 

 

Annotation: 

The response has a clear focus on an event (car wash foundraiser). 

Supporting details are insufficient and vague (enough money, going to almost every 
neighbourhood, successful car wash foundraiser). 

There is evidence of organization: two ideas–enough money and 1.5 million dollar – 
are linked.  

 

 

 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

 

 

40

name 

name 

city 

name 

Annotation: 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and 
consistent focus on an event (carwash). There are sufficient supporting details. Some 
are specific (St. . . .elementary school, June 29th 2009, 2000$, 45 kids). Some are 
vague (local charity, I was surprised, to participate). The organization is mechanical. 
Paragraphs are used to organize ideas. 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

 

 

50

city 

name 

name 

name 

name 

Annotation: 
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and 
consistent focus on an event (carwash…trip to Ottawa). There are sufficient and 
specific supporting details (Saturday, May 5, name of school, Ottawa, 8 am to 4 pm, 
student name). Quotations from two perspectives develop ideas. Organization is 
logical. The final paragraph returns to school’s trip to Ottawa and provides an 
appropriate conclusion. 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development  
 Section IV News Report Question 1  

 

60 

 

 

 

city 

name 

name 

name 

Annotation: 
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent 
focus on an event (car wash to raise money). Sufficient specific supporting details are 
thoughtfully chosen to develop the news report (e.g., names of city, students, parent; Haiti, 
Canadian Red Cross, drivers couldn’t resist a good car cleaning, not only helped people in 
their community, but people hundreds of kilometres away). Quotations from two perspectives 
are thoughtfully placed in the response. Organization is coherent. The opening lead connects 
effectively to the closing sentence.   



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section IV News Report Question 1 

 
 
 

Code Descriptor 

 

Code 10 

There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions. 

OR 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication. 

Code 20 Errors in conventions distract from communication.  

Code 30 Errors in conventions do not distract from communication. 

Code 40 Control of conventions is evident in written work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section IV News Report Question 1 

 
 
 Code

10 
 
 
 
 

 

name 

name 

name 
name 

 
Annotation: 
 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication (e.g., spelling: vearis, braek, lik, there, 
cleen, besid, grach, saide, movie’s, dird, smils, mitearials, vires; lack of punctuation at the 
end of sentences, incorrect use of capital letters The children They washing; omitted 
words: To be cleen and success). 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section IV News Report Question 1 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 

 

name 

 
Annotation: 
Frequency and nature of errors in conventions distract from communication ( e.g., lack of 
punctuation at the end of sentences: all you guys helped you guys; missing words: this for 
a good cause; spelling: coffe, ther, lookin, wher, fun raiser; missing capitals: metro, april). 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section IV News Report Question 1 

 
 
 
 Code 

30 
Code

  
 

 

school name 

school  
name 

name 
 
Annotation: 
Errors in conventions (e.g., spelling: reasearch, planning; capitals missing: road, local, 
rexdale; missing commas in the date and dialogue) do not distract from communication. 
  



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section IV News Report Question 1 

 
 
 
 
 Code

40 
 
 
 
 

 

name 

name 

name 

name

 
Annotation: 
Control of conventions is evident in use of punctuation, capitalization and spelling, despite 
the incorrect spelling (e.g., comittee, it’s) and incorrect use of end punctuation outside 
quotations. 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section V Information Paragraph - Question 7 

 
 

Q7: Summarize this selection. Include a main idea and one detail that supports it. 
 

Code Descriptor 
 

Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided 
 

Illegible* response is illegible 
 
An illegible response cannot be read.  
The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know how to write a summary.). 
 

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

 

response is off topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
 
A typical off-topic response provides no information from the reading selection. 
 
A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question AND/OR 
the ideas in the reading selection. 
 

Code 10 • response indicates minimal reading comprehension 
• response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides 
• only a main idea from the reading selection. 
OR 
• only one or more details from the reading selection. 
OR 
• a main idea with one or more irrelevant details from the reading selection.                                           
 

Code 20 • response indicates some reading comprehension 
• response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include 

irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides  
• a correct main idea and one or more vague details from the reading selection to support it. 
OR 
• a vague main idea and one or more specific or vague details from the reading selection to support 

it. 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea and supporting 
detail(s). 
 

Code 30 • response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
• response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading 

selection 
 
The response provides a correct main idea and one or more specific and relevant details from the 
reading selection to support it. 
 

 
*Responses considered to be illegible or off topic/incorrect must be shown to the Scoring Supervisor. 
 
Correct main ideas: 
•    Rail cars were converted into schools/classrooms. 
•    Rail car classrooms provided education. 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section V Information Paragraph - Question 7 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Code
10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
This response provides only details from the selection.   
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section V Information Paragraph - Question 7 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
 This response provides a correct main idea (Passenger Rail cars were converted to 
classrooms) with vague supporting details (e.g., to teach children and adults; huge success).   
 

 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section V Information Paragraph - Question 7 

 
 
 Code

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
This response provides a correct main idea (convert a passenger car into a classroom) and a 
specific detail from the selection that is relevant to that idea (In the 1920’s … A North Bay 
superintendent came up with an idea).   
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 
 

Code Descriptor 

Blank The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided. 

Illegible The response is illegible, or irrelevant to the prompt. 

Off topic The response is off topic. 

 
 

Code 10 

The response is related to the prompt but does not express an opinion. 

OR 
The response expresses an opinion with no supporting details or provides details 
unrelated to the opinion. There is no evidence of organization. 

 
 
 

Code 20 

The response is related to the prompt, but only part of the response expresses and 
supports an opinion. 

OR 
The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion, but the 
opinion is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or 
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization. 

 
 

Code 30 

The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion. There are 
insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the 
opinion is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from 
the overall communication. 

 
Code 40 

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed 
with sufficient supporting details, however only some are specific. The organization 
is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication. 

 
Code 50 

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed 
with sufficient specific supporting details. The organization is logical. 

 
Code 60 

The response is related to the assigned prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is 
developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen. The 
organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas. 

 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 Code

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annotation:  
 
The response expresses an opinion (It is very important that a teenager have a cellphone.) with 
no supporting details. There is no evidence of organization. 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 

Code
20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion (Yes I believe 
that a cellphone is completly necessary in a teenagers life). There are insufficient supporting 
details.  



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 Code

30 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion (No, they aren’t.). 
 
There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details. Reasons (teenagers will text 
someone who is sitting beside them; teens lose the phones; texting or sending or getting 
calls…is annoying to their families) are listed but not developed. 
 
There is evidence of organization. The introduction states the opinion. There is evidence of 
paragraphing. Some paragraphs have concluding sentences (That’s silly!, This to me is 
wasting money.). There is no conclusion to the response. 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 Code

40 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
 
A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient supporting details (e.g., 
contacting parents, emergencies, contacting friends and family, avoiding distraction from 
interrupted calls). Only some are specific (not need to use a friend’s phone, call police if in 
an accident). 
 
The organization is mechanical (Firstly, Another reason, Lastly, In conclusion). There is an 
introduction, body and conclusion and any lapses (e.g., repetition of contact parents/ 
contact friends and family) do not distract from the overall communication. 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 Code

50 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 

 
Annotation:  
A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient specific supporting details (e.g., 
contacting family, contact each other, contact peers to make plans, emergency call for help). 
Reasons are developed with examples and explanations. 
 
The organization is logical. There is a clear introduction, body and conclusion. Ideas are clustered 
into paragraphs. Each paragraph includes a clear topic sentence. Links between ideas are 
indicated (also, because, Another reason why…, So that is why…). 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 

Code
60 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 

 
Annotation:  
A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are 
thoughtfully chosen (e.g., distractions, cost, misuse). Each reason is well developed with specific 
details (e.g., going on Facebook, eight hours a day, $95 a month, store cheat notes). 
 
The organization is coherent and demonstrates a thoughtful progression of ideas. The argument 
builds from less important to more important reasons (The most immense disadvantage…). The 
introduction hooks the reader and the conclusion goes beyond a restatement of the main points. 
Rhetorical questions are used effectively to emphasize the argument (…when do teens have time 
to focus on school work and their families?; Imagine how many uses one thousand dollars could 
pay for.; Why spend so much money…when you could just use your home...phone?).  



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 

Code Descriptor 

 

Code 10 

There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions. 

OR 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication. 

Code 20 Errors in conventions distract from communication.  

Code 30 Errors in conventions do not distract from communication. 

Code 40 Control of conventions is evident in written work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 Code

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
  
There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions (fewer than 20 words). 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 

Code
20 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
Errors in conventions distract from communication: e.g., lack of sentence punctuation; spelling: 
(comunicate, now, your, witch, there); capitalization: (if, these); possession (teenagers use); 
homophones (your for you’re). 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 

Code
30 

 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
Errors in conventions (e.g., possession: teenagers live’s, teenagers lives, cellphone’s; missing 
capital: if; missing commas for introductory phrases) do not distract from communication. 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 
 
 Code

40 
 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions 
Section VI Opinion Question 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
Control of conventions is evident in written work: use of apostrophes for possession; use of 
commas for introductory phrases and items in a list; use of end punctuation. The incorrect 
spelling (e.g., nescessity, maintaing) does not undermine overall control.    



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 6 

 
 

Q6: Describe how the store clerk’s attitude changes in this selection.  Use specific details from the 
selection to support your answer. 

 
Code Descriptor 
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided 

 
Illegible* response is illegible 

 
An illegible response cannot be read.  
 
A comment on the task (e.g., I don’t know.). 
 

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

response is off topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
 
A typical off-topic response provides no information from the reading selection. 
 
A typical irrelevant response comments on the reading selection or simply restates the 
question. 
 
A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the 
question AND/OR the ideas in the reading selection (e.g., Her attitude doesn’t change.). 
 

Code 10 • response indicates minimal reading comprehension 
• response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading 
selection 
 
The response 
• identifies a change in the store clerk’s attitude, but provides irrelevant or no support from 

the reading selection. 
OR 

• provides a retelling of events in the reading selection that does not describe how the 
store clerk’s attitude changes in this selection. 

  
Code 20 • response indicates some reading comprehension 

• response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may 
include irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 

 
The response  
• identifies a change in the store clerk’s attitude and uses vague support from the 

reading selection as support. 
OR 

• provides a vague description of a change in the clerk’s attitude with support from the 
reading selection. 

 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea 
and supporting detail(s). 
 

Code 30 • response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
• response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the 

reading selection 
 
The response uses specific and relevant support from the reading selection to show 
clearly how the store clerk’s attitude changes. 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 6 

 
  

 
 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
This response identifies a change in the clerk’s attitude (went from Being a Grinch To kind) but 
does not provide support. 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 6 

 
 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
  

Annotation: 
 
This response identifies how the clerk’s attitude changes (from being demanding to being 
understanding) and provides a vague description for the idea of “understanding” (the clerk said 
you can put it behind the counter so they wont get wet). 
 
The reader must make the connection between putting the backpacks behind the counter and 
an understanding attitude. 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 6 

 
 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
 
This response describes how the clerk’s attitude changes (She starts with a strict attitude…she 
becomes more understanding). The response uses specific and relevant details to support the 
description (For example, she demands them to leave their backpacks by the door in the 
beginning, but later she…let them put their bags behind the counter). 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 7 

 
 

Q7: Explain whether or not Jacinta and Dave behave appropriately.  Use specific details from the selection and your 
own ideas to support your answer. 

 
Code Descriptor 
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided 

 
Illegible* response is illegible 

 
An illegible response cannot be read.  
 
A comment on the task (e.g., I don’t know.). 
 

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

response is off topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
 
A typical off-topic response provides no information from the reading selection. 
 
A typical irrelevant response comments on the reading selection or simply restates the question. 
 
A typical incorrect response provides 

• an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question AND/OR the ideas in the reading    
         selection 
OR 
• an opinion about Jacinta and Dave’s behavior with no support from the selection (e.g., 

yes/no) 
OR 
• a description or comment on appropriate behavior generally. 

 
Code 10 • response indicates minimal reading comprehension 

• response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides 

• an opinion about Jacinta and Dave’s behaviour with irrelevant support from the selection 
OR 
• a description of actions Jacinta and Dave could have done 

OR 
• a retelling of events in the selection that does not explain whether or not Jacinta and Dave   

          behave appropriately. 
 

Code 20 • response indicates some reading comprehension 
• response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include 

irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection 
 
The response provides vague support from the selection to explain whether or not Jacinta and Dave 
behave appropriately (e.g., a description of what each does). 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea and 
supporting detail(s). 
 

Code 30 • response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
• response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading 

selection 
The response uses specific and relevant support from the selection to explain clearly whether or not 
Jacinta and Dave behave appropriately. 
 

  *Responses considered to be illegible or off topic/incorrect must be shown to the Scoring Supervisor. 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 7 

 
 
 Code

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation: 
 
The response provides irrelevant support from the selection (they didn’t know what will the 
clerk think) to support the opinion that Jacinta and Dave didn’t behave appropriately. 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 7 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
 
This response provides an opinion (they had behaved appropriately) and uses vague 
support from the selection to explain it (They consulted with the sales clerk instead of being 
agressive and they came to a compromise.). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
This response provides a title (“Pamela’s problem’s”) and provides vague support to explain 
why it is appropriate. 

 



Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response 
Section IX Dialogue - Question 7 

 
 
 Code

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annotation: 
 
This response provides an opinion (Jacinta and Dave do not behave appropriately) and uses 
specific and relevant support from the selection (If the stores’ policy is to not allow backpacks 
they should comply, the store clerk told them a second time…). 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section X Short Writing 

 
 

Writing Prompt: If you could learn how to do something new, what would it be and why? Use specific 
details to explain your choice.  
 

 
Code Description 
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided  

 
Illegible* response is illegible 

 
An illegible response cannot be read. 
 
The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t care.). 
 

Off topic* response is off topic or irrelevant to the prompt  
 
A typical off-topic response does not identify something new to be learned or explain why 
the writer wants to learn it. 
 
A typical irrelevant response restates the question. 

 
Code 10 response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and information 

 
The response   
• identifies something new to be learned, but does not provide an explanation for why the 

writer wants to learn it. 
OR 
• identifies something new to be learned, but provides an irrelevant explanation for why 

the writer wants to learn it. 
OR 
• provides a general comment on the topic of learning (e.g., describes the difficulty of 

learning, the importance or value of learning).   
 

Code 20 response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain some 
irrelevant ideas and information 
 
The response identifies something new to be learned and provides a vague explanation 
for why the writer wants to learn it. 
 
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the support 
provided and what is intended to prove. 
 

Code 30 response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and information 
 
The response identifies something new to be learned and uses specific and relevant 
detail(s) to clearly explain why the writer wants to learn it. 
 

 
*Responses considered to be illegible or off topic must be shown to the Scoring Supervisor. 
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 Code
10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
This response identifies something new to be learned (how to fly) but does not provide an 
explanation for why the writer wants to learn it. 
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 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
 
This response identifies something new to be learned (Skateboard) and provides a vague 
explanation (it looks like alot of fun, I would be able to do it easily). 
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 Code

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
This response identifies something new to be learned (how to drive) and provides a clear 
explanation using specific and relevant details (I will be much more independant, I will be able 
to drive myself to school…help my parents by transporting my brother, or running errands). 
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Writing Prompt: If you could learn how to do something new, what would it be and why? 
Use specific details to explain your choice. 
 
 
 
 

Code Use of Conventions 
 

Code 10 
 

 
• errors in conventions distract from communication 
 

 
Code 20 

 

 
• errors in conventions do not distract from communication 
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 Code

10 
Code

10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
Errors in usage distract from communication (I could learn how to do something new culture or 
history, They will make me to falling in love to learn). 
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 Code

20 
Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
 
The missing comma after “new”, a spelling error (principles) and the sentence fragment that 
makes up the second half of this response do not distract from communication. 
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