NAME:_______________________



DATE:_________________

INFLUENCES AND EXPECTATIONS

Over the last couple of classes, we have been watching October Sky.  Set in a West Virginia mining town in 1957, it is the story of four high school boys reaching for the stars.  They dream for a life outside of the mines, but the coalmine is the largest employer in the town, and going to university is very expensive.  Students from their school seem to be successful at achieving football scholarships, but not academic ones.  With expectations to follow in the footsteps of their fathers to the mine, and mixed support throughout the town, each Rocket Boy must persevere through a number of challenges to make their dream a reality.
After watching the movie, consider what factors influenced Homer throughout his transition from high school to what might come afterwards.
	Factor
	What influence does this have on Homer’s choices?
	What was the end result?

	Sputnik


	
	

	Mom


	
	

	Dad


	
	

	Brother


	
	

	Miss Riley


	
	

	Fellow Rocket Boys
	
	

	Townspeople
	
	

	The Culture of the Town
	
	

	Economy of the 50’s
	
	

	Politics of the 50’s


	
	


What did the ‘Rocket Boys’ say is the key to the future?

INFLUENCES AND EXPECTATIONS

1.  What are some of the factors that influence the choices that you make?

 2.  FILL IN THE CHART
	Influence
	Specific expectation(s) they have of you.
	Do you meet this expectation?
	If yes, how do you do it?

If not, why?

	YOU


	
	
	

	PARENTS OR GUARDIANS


	
	
	

	TEACHERS


	
	
	

	FRIENDS


	
	
	

	Other

____________


	
	
	

	Other

____________


	
	
	


2. What could you do differently to help you meet the expectations that others have of you, or that you have of yourself?

3. a) Imagine that you are a parent, responsible for the well-being of a young teen.  List five expectations that you would have for this child in terms of grades, behaviour, chores, curfew, etc.
b) Why would you have these expectations?  (i.e., Why not let the child do whatever he/she pleases?)
4. Consider the following ‘external factors.’  Explain how each of these factors could influence your career choices:

a) Chance

b) Physical Factors

c) Economic Factors
